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Re: Written Ex Parte Communication in CS Docket No. 98-120 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The Commission has proposed to extend the viewability rule to ensure that must carry television 
stations can be accessed by all cable subscribers regardless of whether they subscribe to digital, 
analog or hybrid systems. Trinity Christian Center of Santa Ana, Inc., d/bla Trinity Broadcasting 
Network ("TBN"), by undersigned counsel, hereby provides the attached breakout of the analog 
and digital cable subscriber numbers in each market of TBN' s affiliated stations. These stations 
support extending the Commission's viewability rule because they rely upon mandatory carriage 
to reach the cable television households in the markets they serve. Removal of the viewability 
requirement would strand a minimum of 5,806,307 analog only cable subscribers nationwide, 
and eliminate their ability to maintain access to the unique service provided by TBN's stations. 

TBN's affiliated stations provide an inspirational, religious, educational, cultural, and 
informative program service not available anywhere else. Nielsen and Barna Research surveys 
confirm that TBN is the most watched faith channel in America, reaching a diverse and unique 
viewership (for example): 

%byAge 
26 age 45 - 54 

22 age 35 - 4429 
21 age 55 - 64 

% by education 
43 high sch. grad. 

1 + years college 
26 college grad. 

% by income 

61 $50K+ yr. 
20 $36- 49K yr. 
19 $35K< 

% by marital status 
39 mrd. wi children @ hm 
35 mrd. wi children away 
15 mrd. no children 
10 single 
2 single wi children 

TBN is aware of the National Association of Broadcasters' study documenting the potential 
harm to stations if they lose a portion of their viewers through changes to the viewability rule. 
The attached TBN Broadcast Analog - Digital Tier Cable Report ("Cable Report") provides a 
stark glimpse at just how destructive elimination of the viewability rule would be -- while 81 % 
of all cable subscribers in the 35 markets represented in the Cable Report have digital cable 
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service, 19% do not. It makes little, if any, sense, and does not serve the public interest, to pull 
the rug out from under 1 in 5 cable subscribers in each of the markets. The viewability rule will 
insure this significant percentage of viewers are protected as the cable industry continues its 
migration to digital only service. Maintaining the rule will also help ensure the vitality and 
availability ofthe free-to-the-home broadcast service TBN's stations provide. 

As with all specialty and non-commercial broadcasters, TBN's stations compete aggressively for 
viewership, public support, and unique programmers. If it loses 19% of the households in each 
must carry market, its economic viability would be negatively impacted and programmers would 
seek lower rates 01' even take their business elsewhere. It is clear that a decline in this support 
and revenue would cause serious financial problems for the TBN stations and, consequently, for 
the service to the public each station provides. TBN agrees with NAB's analysis of the financial 

impact of losing access to cable households. 

The TBN stations want to continue to serve all of the cable households within each station's 
market. Accordingly, it strongly urges the Commission to retain the current viewability rule. 

CMM/gmc 
Encl. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Trinity Christian CeRlreJIo...of Santa Ana, 
Inc., d/b/a Trio:' y·h, ... H 

By: ________ =-__ ~--------~~ 

Its Counsel 

cc: William Lake, Michelle Carey, Mary Beth Murphy, Steven Broeckaert, Alison Neplokh, 
Evan Baranoff, John Gabrysch, and Erin Dozier 



TBN Broadcast Analog - Digital Tier Cable Report 

Source: Nielsen 


